


World War II

The Second World War, fought from 1939 to 1945, was the deadliest war in history and 
involved more than 30 countries around the globe. More than 50 million people lost their 
lives during the war. Lest we forget.

The war began in Europe on 1st September 1939, when Germany invaded Poland. 
Great Britain and France responded by declaring war on Germany. The war between theGreat Britain and France responded by declaring war on Germany. The war between the 
USSR and Germany began in 1941 with the German invasion of the Soviet Union. The 
war in the Pacific began in 1941 when Japan attacked the American Naval base at Pearl 
Harbour and other American, Dutch, and British military installations throughout Asia.

W ld W II ffi i ll d d i E ft Alli d i d B li i 1945World War II officially ended in Europe after Allied armies converged on Berlin in 1945, 
Adolf Hitler committed suicide and Germany surrendered on 8th May 1945; this was 
known as Victory in Europe Day (VE Day). 

The conflict continued with Japan until the formal signing of the surrender by Japan on p g g y p
2nd September, aboard the United States’ battleship Missouri anchored in Tokyo Bay. 
This was celebrated as Victory in Japan Day (VJ Day). 



80th Anniversary of the end of WW2

While the anniversary of the end of the Second 
World War is officially the 2nd September, in 
Nayland the 80th Anniversary commemorative 
event was held on Sunday 31st August.

Entertainment featured the Breckland Brass 
Band and Wattisham Military Wives Choirs; 
there was an interesting display of artefacts by 
the 'Land Army Girls' and a display of local 

bilimemorabilia.  

A commemorative book entitled ‘Nayland with 
Wissington Remembers 1945’ collated by Mary 
George and Wendy Sparrow went on sale with 
proceeds going to the Poppy Appeal.

Descendants of Lt Charles F Gumm Jnr, a 
US pilot killed when his plane crashed in 
Nayland, were guests for the evening.

The event attracted a full house of supporters 
who enjoyed the evening, raising about £2,000 
for the Poppy Appeal.

M th k d t ll th i l d iMany thanks are due to all those involved in 
creating this successful event and all those who 
came along.  





The Wattisham Military Wives Choirs



The Breckland Brass Band 





















Nayland’s RBL Chairman, Robert Dossor, was MC for the evening





There was an interesting display by the Land Army Girls





A stark reminder of food rationing during WW2:  
Spam, corned beef and cheese were forms of protein during the War years.   



A display of local WW2 memorabilia and the ‘Remembers 1945’ book









Behind the Scenes

Keeping everyone fed and 
watered – there was no rationing g

at the bar!



All ready for the evening



The doors are open





On 1st September Nayland remembered Lt Gumm
j i d b f hi d d t i iti f

Nayland Remembered  Lt Charles F Gumm Jnr

joined by some of his descendants visiting from 
America.  Villagers met at Lt Gumm’s memorial bench 
beside Nayland War Memorial for a moment of 
reflection and a short ceremony was held, with Revd
Stéphane Javelle, members of the United States Air p
Force, Nayland’s Legion Standard Bearer, David 
Wiles and bugler, Yo Burgess of the Boxted Silver 
Band.  A wreath was laid.

There was a timely rainbow over Court Knoll as y
everyone arrived at the location of the crash that 
took Lt Gumm’s life.  Richard Turner, from Boxted
Airfierld Museum, read witness accounts in the official 
military accident report.

His family descendants visited St James’ Church, 
where there are tributes to Lt Gumm.

Ashley Otto, one of Lt Gumm’s descendants, said,
“We wrapped up the evening at the Anchor Inn withWe wrapped up the evening at the Anchor Inn with 
the amazing residents of Nayland who continue to 
honor Lt Charles Gumm. We met a young boy who 
did a school project on him.  Sir Bob Russell and 
Emily Cartlidge, the wife of the local MP attended the 
whole event.  I am beyond thankful for the love and 
hospitality of the Nayland people and community for 
keeping Uncle Charles’ memory alive.”   





A previous news article about Lt Charles F Gumm Jnr.



Descendants of Lt Charles Gumm with members of the US Air Force and Standard Bearer David Wiles



Villagers braved the weather to pay their respects



Revd Stéphane Javelle gave a short service, Darius Laws organised the tribute 



Members of the United States Air Force laid a wreath, a rainbow appeared over Court Knoll





Richard Turner, from Boxted Airfield Museum, read witness accounts in the official military accident report; one 
by Gilbert Talbot, pilot of another plane on the mission, and one by the Revd Canon of Nayland, LJ Wright.



The evening concluded at The Anchor Inn sharing memories and a British pint with our American visitors


